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Summit had it not been for all her efforts and cooperation. She has been an invaluable 

partner. On a personal note, I am very grateful to my Wife Hana T. Jain. She has been of 

immense help at all times. Her tireless and skillful handling, her dedication, 

understanding of support, facilitation and me has been a pillar to aid me in all my efforts 

to ensure the success of this Initiative.  

“No Peace in the World until Dialogue among Religions”! Dr. Hans Kung. 
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PARTICIPANTS 

Jewish Delegation 

• Chief Rabbi Yona Metzger, Israel, Chief Rabbi of Israel 

• Mr. Oded Wiener, Israel, Director General, Chief Rabbinate of Israel 

• Chief Rabbi David Rosen, Israel, President, International Jewish Committee for 

Interreligious Consultation (IJCIC); International Director of Interreligious Affairs, 

American Jewish Committee (AJC) 

• Rabbi Professor Daniel Sperber, Israel, Professor of Talmud and Jewish Studies at 

Bar Ilan University 

• Rabbi Dr. Israel Singer, USA, Chairman, International Jewish Committee for 

Interreligious Consultation (IJCIC); Chairman, Policy Council of the World Jewish 

Congress 

• Rabbi Moshe Garelik, USA, Director of the Rabbinical Center of Europe 

• Chief Rabbi Albert Guigui, Belgium, Chief Rabbi of Belgium 

• Chief Rabbi Isak Haleve, Turkey, Chief Rabbi of Turkey 

• Chief Rabbi Benito Garcon-Serfaty, Spain, Former Chief Rabbi of Spain and 

Professor of Jewish Studies at the University of Madrid 

Representatives of the Embassy of Israel in India 

• Mr. David Danielli, Israeli Ambassador, New Delhi 

• Mr. Daniel Zohar Zonshine, Consul General of Israel, Mumbai 

• Mr. Yoed Magen, Deputy Consul General of Israel, New Delhi 

Representatives of the Jewish Community in India 

• Mr. Solomon Sopher, Chairman, Sir Jacob Sasson Charity Trust & President, 

Knesseth Eliyahu Synagogue, Mumbai   

• Rabbi Abraham Benjamin, Mumbai 

• Mr. Benjamin Reuben, President of the Jewish Community in Ahmedabad 

• Mr. Ezra Moses, Hon Secretary & Trustee, Shaar Hashhamaim (Gate of Heaven) 

Synagogue, Mumbai 

• Mr. Issac Samson, Asst. Commissioner of Police (Retd.), Crime Branch C.I.D 

branch, Mumbai 

• Rabbi Joshua Kolet, Chairman, Hazon Eli – Vision of my God, Mumbai 

• Lt. General (Retd.) J.F.R. Jacob, Delhi 

• Mr. Ezekial Malekar, Hon. Sec. Judah Hyam Synagogue, New Delhi 

• Mr. Nissim Moses, President, Indo-Israeli Support Services, Delhi 
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Hindu Delegation 

• H. H. Swami Jayendra Saraswati Jagadguru Sankaracarya  

Shi Kanchi Kamakoti Peetam, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Sri Swami Vishwesha Theertha  

Paryaya Sri Pejavara Adhokshaja Matha, Udipi, Sampradaya: Madhva 

• H. H. Sri Swami Balagangadharanatha 

Sri Sri Sri Jagadguru of Adi Chunchungiri Math, Sri Adi Chunchungiri Ksetra Sampradaya: 

Natha 

• H. H. Swami Avimuktesvarananda Sarasvati,  

Representing Dwaraka Sarada Pitha and Jyoti Math, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• Sri La Sri Nachiappa Jnana Desika Swamigal 

Kovilur Math, preservation of the Vedanta tradition in the Tamil language, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• Shri Murli Manohar Sharan, Nimbarka Mevad Mahamandaleswar  

Sampradaya: Nimbarka 

• H. H. Sadhu Madhav Priyadasiji 

Head, Swami Narayan Gurukul, Gharodi, Ahmedabad, Sampradaya: Swaminaravan 

• H. H. Swami Satchidananda Sarasvati 

Sri Adi Shankaracharya Sharada Laksmi Narsimha Pitham, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Sri Swami Vidyaranya Bharati,  

Jagadguru Sankarcharya, Sri Hampi Virupaksha Vidyaranya Mahasamsthanam, Sampradaya: 

Sankara 

• H. H. Sadhu Atmaswarupdas,  

representing His Holiness. Sri Pramukh Swamiji Maharaj. BAPS, Akshar Dham.  

Sampradaya: Swaminarayan 

• Sri Swami Vishveshwarananda Maharaj,  

Mahamandalesvar of Sannas Ashram, Haridwar, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Gurusharanananda Girji  

Acharya Mahamandaleswar Kaeshni Math, Mathura, Sampradaya: Udasi 

• H. H. Swami Mahamandaleswara Hamsadasji 

Secretary, Akhila Baratiya Santa Samiti, Sampradaya: Vaishnava 

• H. H. Mahamandaleswara Maheswaranananda Puriji 

Vedant Kutir, Mumbai, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Sri Swami Dayananda Saraswati 

Founder and Avharya, Arsha Vidya Pitham; Managing Trustee Hindu Dharma Acharya Sabha 

Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Viditatmananda Saraswati 

Acharya, Adhyatmavidya Mandir, Ahemdabad; Board of Directors, AIM for Seva, Sampradaya: 

Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Paramatmananda Saraswati Acharya,  

Arsha Vidya Mandir, Rajkot, Secretary, Hindu Dharma Acharya Sbha, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Chidrupananda Saraswati 

Acharya, Arsha Vidya Ashram, Hibli, Sampradaya: Sankara 
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• H. H. Swami Sarvabhutananda 

Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Aparoksanada  

Swami Dayananda Ashram, Rishikesh, Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Prabuddhananda 

Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Sambuddhananda 

Sampradaya: Sankara 

• H. H. Swami Nityabuddhananda 

Sampradaya: Sankara 

Other International Known Religious and Spiritual Leaders 

• Swami Chidanandaji 

Parmarth Niketan, Rishikesh 

• Shri Pranav Pranav Pandya 

Head of Gayatri Parivar 

• Sri Sri Ravi Shankaer 

Founder, Art of Living Foundations and Programs 

• Sri Swami Maheshwarananda 

Founder: International Sri Madhavananda Ashram fellowship and Yoga in Daily Life Ashrams 

Observers 

• Professor Arvind Sharma, Birks Professor of Comparative Religion, McGill University, 

Montreal, Canada 

• Dr. M. P. Narayanan, Office Bearing Trustee, All India Movement for Seva 

• Sri Venkatanarayanan, General Secretary, Hindu Dharma Acharya Sabha 

• Sri Rajiv Malhotra, Founder and President, Infinity Foundation 

• Mr. Balbir Punj, Eminent Thinker and Journalist 

• Sandhya Jain, Journalist 

• Sri Govind Hari, Administrator, Pushpagiri Sakara Math 

World Council of Religious Leaders 

• Sri Bawa Jain, Secretary General, World Council of Religious Leaders  

• Venerable Shi Ming Yi, Director General, World Council of Religious Leaders 

• H.E. Dr. L. M. Singhvi, International Adviser, World Council of Religious Leaders 

 



 64 

PROGRAMME 

February 5
th

 Monday 

6:30 p.m.          Introductory Session - Taj Palace, Roshanara Room 
• Hindu and Jewish Devotion Chants 
• Introduction of Participants 
• Welcome Address 
• Introduction of Mode of Discussion & Topics 

8:00 p.m.         Inaugural Dinner 

February 6
th

 Tuesday  (All Sesions in Mumtaz Mahal, Yaj Palace Hotel) 

9:00 – 9:30 a.m.   Inaugural Function  
• Hindu and Jewish Devotional Chant 
• Welcome Address 
• Introductory Talks by Hindu and Jewish Leaders 

9:30 – 11:15 a.m. Session I Education: Understanding of Jewish and Hindu Traditions  
• Philosophy 
• Religious Symbols 
• Religious Practices 

11:45 – 1:00 p.m. Session II Education cont.  
• Culture and Customs 
• Common Aspects of Hindu and Jewish Tradition 
• Finalizing and Signing of Document of Protocol 

12:30 p.m.           Press Conference 

1:00 p.m.         Lunch 

2:00 – 3:30 p.m.   Session III Identifying and solving the problem 
• Areas of Common Concern 
• Areas of Mutual Cooperation 
• Formation of Future Steps 

4:00 – 6:00 p.m.   Session IV Concluding Session 
• Address by Political Leaders 
• Background of the World Council of Religious 

Leaders 
• Hindu-Jewish Leaders Closing Remarks 
• Vote of Thanks 

7:00 p.m. Dinner at the home of Sri L. K. Advani, M. P., Leader of the 

Opposition.  
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7 Feb 2007

Hindu and Jewish religious
leaders meet for the first time for
a two day dialogue on a range of
religious issues.

  

  Israeli Chief Rabbi Metzger with Hindu religious leaders

Hindu-Jewish summit held in New Delhi

(Communicated by the Foreign Ministry Spokesman)

An historic event took place in New Delhi (6-7 Feb-2007), when Hindu and Jewish

religious leaders met for the first time for a two day dialogue on a range of subjects.

Among the subjects discussed were the relevance of tradition in everyday life, similarities

and dissimilarities between the two religions, and education. The purpose behind this

unusual inter-faith dialogue was the promotion of understanding, tolerance, peace and

conflict resolution through religion.

The summit was organized by the World Council for Religious Leadership and the Chief

Rabbinate of Israel. Jewish participants included the Ashkenazi Chief Rabbi of Israel, Yona

Metzger, the former Chief Rabbi of Ireland, David Rosen, the Chief Rabbi of Belgium,

President of the Committee for Relations between Judaism and other Religions, and

additional rabbis from Europe, the United States of America and India. Also present were

Israeli ambassador to India David Danieli, Consul General to Mumbai, Daniel Zonshine,

and director-general of the Chief Rabbinate, Oded Wiener. Hindu participants included

some thirty prominent priests from all over India.

The summit began with the singing of a traditional religious song of each religion. On the

first day representatives of each side - Chief Rabbi Metzger and Swami Daynand

Sarawati - signed a declaration recognizing the values common to the "two most ancient
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Sarawati - signed a declaration recognizing the values common to the "two most ancient

religions in the world", condemning all religion-based violence, and announcing the

formation of a permanent Jewish-Hindi committee. The event took place in a pleasant and

vibrant atmosphere.

In a joint statement, Rabbi Metzger called for the formation of a religious organization

under the auspices of the United Nations for the promotion of peace and understanding.

He added that, in Hebrew, only one letter differentiates between "Jew" and "Indian", thus

emphasizing the proximity of the two nations and their religions. Metzger invited his Hindu

colleagues to visit Jerusalem for the continuation of the dialogue.

Sarawati noted that the Jewish-Hindu dialogue will serve as a milestone for others, and will

promote understanding and a better environment for everyone. He further added, "I have

always believed in peaceful co-existence in a multi-religious environment. All religions

should respect common values and insist on compassion. Religious leaders bear the

responsibility of leading their followers to a path of peace so that the world will become a

safer place to live."



 

http://www.hindu.com/2007/02/08/stories/2007020812090300.htm 
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